
April, 2008 

 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

 

The time to begin building your message about global warming is now.  We would like to help 

you make your campaign carbon neutral.  Your district looks to you for leadership, and this is a 

perfect opportunity for your campaign to take a strong position on the major issue facing our 

global environment.   

 

All official business conducted by the 110th congress at the Capitol Building is carbon neutral 

through Speaker Pelosi’s “Green the Capitol Initiative,” but your campaign must take action in 

addition to this Initiative to be carbon neutral.  

 

If you join our simple program to measure and offset the greenhouse gas emissions from your 

campaign, we will track your quarterly carbon footprint and retire verified carbon offset credits 

produced in the United States and registered through the Chicago Climate Exchange.  We will 

also provide your campaign with valuable material to promote your leadership: 

To certify your campaign carbon neutral you must offset a minimum of 10 tons of carbon dioxide 

each quarter.  Each ton costs  $15 and represents 2,000lbs of carbon dioxide pollution that is re-

duced from a US based project on your behalf.  Our service costs are included in the price of our 

offset credits—you simply commit to calculate and eliminate your CO2 pollution each quarter and 

we take care of all the rest.   

 

Our carbon offsetting service supports new environmental projects in the United States, including 

renewable energy, soil conservation, clean agriculture and industrial efficiency.  These are the 

same high quality offsets already purchased by the US government to green the Capitol, as well 

as by many Fortune 500 companies to fight climate change.  Offsetting your campaign activities 

will send a clear message that you are willing to take a stand to fight climate change. 
 

Thank you for considering your impact on the Earth’s climate this election season.  Please follow 

the enclosed instructions and return your first carbon footprint worksheet as soon as possible.    

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

The Standard Carbon Team   

Certification logo for use on the web, in emails, and on your campaign mailings 

Press release material  

Links from our website to yours, and inclusion in our 2008 list of Carbon Neutral Campaigns 

(will be published in the 2nd FEC filing period). 



 

 
Instructions:  

First,  Sign the Carbon Neutral Campaign Pledge. 
Second, Assign a staff member or volunteer to collect quarterly data for each of the four catego-
ries on the attached worksheet: Candidate & Staff, Volunteers, Events,  and Voter Contact.  
Multiply the quantity of each item by its C02 factor and add this sum in the “total” column.  All 
values are calculated in pounds of C02 equivalent. If you are unsure about a specific item, esti-
mate and round-up, or contact Info@standardcarbon.com and we will be happy to help.  
Third, For certification, return your completed Carbon Footprint Worksheet and Carbon Neutral 
Pledge as soon as possible after your FEC filing date to Standard Carbon.  For 2008, the quarterly 
dates are January 31, April 15, July 15, and October 15. 
 Return Pledge and worksheet to:  

Standard Carbon LLC 
P.O. Box 2624 
Woodinville, WA 98072 
 

 Certification for Carbon Neutral Campaign 

Effective-This program provides your campaign with an opportunity to fight climate change di-
rectly.  You must commit to calculating and neutralizing your greenhouse gas footprint each 
quarter to be certified Carbon Neutral.   Your money will be used to offset greenhouse gas emis-
sions by supporting environmental  projects through the Chicago Climate Exchange, including 
renewable energy, clean agriculture, and industrial efficiency.  
Confidential– No details about your carbon footprint or enrollment designation (active, unop-
posed, offseason)  will be released without the campaign’s consent.   

 
About Carbon Offsets and the Carbon Footprint Worksheet 

Calculations: Emissions factors are based upon published data from Standard Carbon LLC, the 
US Department of Energy, Environmental Protection Agency, World Resource Institute, and US 
General Service Administration and are calibrated to match a typical election campaign.  This 
program has been designed for simplicity and ease of use; for this reason we have rounded up 
the CO2 emissions factors to the nearest round number.  This ensures smooth, accurate and cli-
mate friendly calculations.  For questions, contact: Info@standardcarbon.com   
 
Carbon Offsets:  Standard Carbon LLC retires legal pollution credits traded on the Chicago Cli-
mate Exchange.   These are the same credits retired by the US House through the “Greening the 
Capitol Initiative” administered through The Office of the Chief Administrative Officer.  Money is 
used to purchase carbon credits created in the United States by renewable energy, clean agricul-
ture and industrial efficiency projects.  Every credit is verified, registered and audited to ensure 
that your carbon footprint is eliminated. 
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First, to estimate the carbon footprint of your 

office electricity, heating and A/C, we use the 

number of computer workstations to indicate 

size and electrical usage.  Second, report the 

full amount of reimbursed miles driven for 

campaign business. Finally, include any airline 

flights reimbursed by the Campaign 

Committee.  For best practice, include 

estimated staff commuting miles and candidate 

travel between Washington, DC and the 

campaign office in your calculations.   

To balance your volunteerôs greenhouse gas 

pollution from traveling to and from the 

campaign office,  either keep track of miles 

on a separate sign-in sheet and offset this 

number, or estimate the number of vehicle 

round-trips this quarter.  Standard Carbon 

will offset 50 miles of travel for each round 

trip  made by a volunteer to the campaign 

office based upon an average vehicle 

traveling at 20 MPG.   

Balance the carbon footprint of printing and 

distributing campaign materials.  To offset 

the travel from placing each yard sign (5 

miles for each sign) and all mail (up to 12oz 

per parcel), enter the number of each item in 

the value column. For best practice, include 

mail sent by consultants and others on 

behalf of the campaign committee.  

Estimate and balance the global warming 

footprint of  travel, electricity and cooking 

fuel that occur when you hold fundraising 

events, candidate forums and other 

functions.  Enter the number of fundraisers 

with up to 40 attendees;  Candidate forums 

and other events with up to 50 attendees.   

Volunteers 

Events 

Voter Contact  

For Offsetting & Carbon Neutral Certifi-

cation, return after your quarterly FEC or 

State filing date. Include a check to cover 

the cost of your offsetting to:    

 

 

 

Questions? Info@standardcarbon.com  

Carbon Neutral Campaign Worksheet 

 
Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity multiply by: Add total 

Yard Signs   X.0025     

Direct Mail   X.0005    

 
 Total co2: tons   

 
Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity multiply by: Add total 

Volunteer miles (actual)    X.0005    

Or        

Estimated volunteer trips    X.025    

 
 Total co2: tons   

 
Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity multiply by: Add total 

Computer workstations    x.75 
  

Miles of staff car travel      x.0005 
   

 Staff airline flights    x1 
   

 
 Total co2: tons   

 
Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity multiply by: Add total 

Fundraisers    x1    

Voter Forums    x1    

Other events    x1    

 
 Total co2: tons  

 

tons _______________________________ 
 

Quarterly CO2 Footprint  

 

Offset Order 

$15/ton= $_________ 

Candidate & Staff  

________________________________         _______ 
Name of Election Committee   State 

 
 
_____________________________         __________ 
Signature of Campaign Representative              Date 

Calculate & Offset Pollution 
Before you are finished, you must add the emis-

sions from all four categories: Candidate & Staff,  

Volunteers, Events, and Voter Contact. 

Standard Carbon LLC 

P.O. Box 2624 

Woodinville, WA 98072 

© 2007 Standard Carbon LLC 



Carbon Neutral Campaign Worksheet 

If your race is unopposed and your carbon 

footprint will be negligible, you can still 

provide leadership to your constituents by 

supporting carbon offset projects.   

 

To be Certified Carbon Neutral, you must 

eliminate a minimum of 10 tons of pollution per 

quarter.  Offsetting 10 tons of CO2 is enough 

to balance the combined pollution of: 

Up to 10,000 miles of Candidate and 

Volunteer travel 

5,000 pieces of direct mail 

5 fundraising dinners or community forums 

 

 Use your FEC or state reporting dates for 

each quarter.  

 
Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity (min. one) multiply by: Add total 

First  Quarter 
  

X10 
  

Second Quarter 
 

X10 
 

Third Quarter 
  

X10 
   

 Fourth Quarter  
  

X10 
   

 
 Total co2: tons   

Unopposed Race 

 
 

For Offsetting & Carbon Neutral Certifi-

cation, return within 2 weeks of quarterly 

FEC or State filing date. Include a check 

to cover the cost of your offsetting to:    

 

 

 

 

Questions? Info@standardcarbon.com  

________________________________         _______ 
Name of Election Committee   State 

 
 
_____________________________         __________ 
Signature of Campaign Representative              Date 

Calculate & Offset Pollution 
To balance the pollution from unopposed and offseason campaigns, you must eliminate 

a minimum of 10 tons per quarter to be certified Carbon Neutral by Standard Carbon.   

Standard Carbon LLC 

P.O. Box 2624 

Woodinville, WA 98072 

 

Offset Order 

$15/ton= $_________ 

© 2007 Standard Carbon LLC 

During offseason years you can still provide 

leadership to your constituents by supporting 

carbon offset projects.   

 

To be Certified Carbon Neutral in an nonï

election year, you must eliminate a minimum of 

10 tons of pollution per quarter.  Offsetting 10 

tons of CO2 is enough to balance the combined 

pollution of: 

Up to 10,000 miles of Candidate and 

Volunteer travel 

5,000 pieces of direct mail 

5 fundraising dinners or community forums 

 

 Use your FEC or state reporting dates for 

each quarter.  

Offseason 
 

Offset greenhouse gas from: quantity (min. one) multiply by: Add total 

First  Quarter 
  

X10 
  

Second Quarter 
 

X10 
 

Third Quarter 
  

X10 
   

 Fourth Quarter  
  

X10 
   

 
 Total co2: tons   


